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BIBLE	STUDY	TOOLS
Handout	5

Bible	Study	Tools
• A very brief overview of the many available 
published and online study tools for persons 
wishing to study the Bible.

• Steps in establishing a structured Bible reading 
plan.

• Brief comments on inductive Bible study as 
commonly taught in tertiary courses.
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Bible Commentary
Study Bible

Interlinear Bible 
Parallel Bible

Bible Concordance

Bible Encyclopedia

History

Bible Dictionary

Lexicon

Websites

Typical	Bible	Study	Tools

Bible Commentary: 
systematic explanations 
and interpretations 

Study Bible: notes
Interlinear Bible: languages
Parallel Bible: versions

Bible Concordance: list of 
alphabetical Biblical words 
and where each occurs

Bible Encyclopedia: articles 
and definitions to words 
and terms in Scripture

History: historical writings, 
archaeology and context 
relating to Biblical matters

Bible Dictionary: defines 
words and proper names 
referenced by verse

Lexicon: English meaning of 
words in the original Bible 
languages

Websites: useful online 
Bible study tools

Typical	Bible	Study	Tools
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Online	Bible	Tools	&	Apps

blueletterbible.org

youversion.com

Biblestudytools.com

biblehub.com

bible‐history.com

My	personal	favourite	– BLUE LETTER BIBLE

Home Page
www.blueletterbible.org

Scrolls down
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My	personal	favourite	– BLUE LETTER BIBLE

Home Page
www.blueletterbible.org

Scrolls down

Type in desired 
verse

or desired passage 
or group of verses

Psalm 23

Reset Bible 
version if desired

Reset Bible 
version if desired

Press search 

1

1a
2 3

The desired verse 
or verses appear 

for reading 

Options appear

Press TOOLS for deeper study of a verse
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Experiment with other 
options to see their power!

The option for this 
example is “Interlinear.”

Press “Interlinear.”

And provides searchable 
options for each word.

““Interlinear” brings up 
original language text 

(here Masoretic 
Hebrew) for a verse.

verse into by word ( ָ
It breaks down each 

verse into by word ( חָסֵר)
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to bring up
a new page
about the
word חָסֵר.

Press Strong’s number

Where 
it’s used.

How 
many 
times?

How it’s 
used.

What חָסֵר means?
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Choose a good Bible 
version for study!

Record thoughts 
and questions in 
a journal.

Invest in a 
study Bible of your 

selected version.

Plan your Bible reading.

Then follow the plan.

Set	up	a	Bible	Reading	Plan

One	Method	– Inductive	Bible	Study

Observation
Discover what the Bible says.

Interpretation
Discover what the Bible means.

Application
Discover how the Bible works.
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Observation	– what	to	look	for
Terms, not 
just words

Structure

Emphasis

Repetition

Relationships 
of ideas

Comparisons
& contrasts

Literary form

Atmosphere

•Cause‐and‐effect
•Logic (if – then)
•Questions & answers

•Kingdom
•Kingdom of God
•Kingdom of Heaven

Now	answer	these	questions
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Five	clues	to	Bible	interpretation
Context.

Cross-references.
Culture. 

Conclusion.
Consultation.

Ask,	“How	does	this	apply	to	me?”

Now apply what you’ve learned. 
That’s the essence of Bible study.
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Peshat
Remez,

an allegorical significance; a 
hint of something deeper

Derash,
the homiletical, or practical application

Sod, 
the mystical or hidden meaning

For	those	wanting	a	bit	more
The Hebrew approach to hermeneutics (the theories 
of interpretation) views four levels of interpretation:

the literal, direct meaningRabbis teach the acronym
PaRDeS (pardes, which 
means ”garden” or
“paradise” to
remember
them. 

For	those	wanting	a	bit	more
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PaRDeS example:	Proverbs	30:1
The words of Agur the son of Jakeh, even the prophecy: 
the man spake unto Ithiel, even unto Ithiel and Ucal,

Agur (“to collect”) is the author of this Proverb.  Solomon (aka 
Koheleth (“preacher”, “assembler”)) collected wise (“dark) sayings.

Jakeh ("carefully religious," "obedient," or "pious“) was the father
of Agur (Solomon), and would thus be David.

"Even the prophecy the man spake": the Hebrew is ha massa (the
burden) ne’um (oracle or prophecy) ha‐gebber (the mighty)  

Ithiel, "God comes, arrives, is with me;" is equivalent to Immanuel, 
"God with us,“ a name of Jesus. 

Ucal seems to be a verb, `ukhal, which means “to be consumed.”

Agur

Son of 
Son of Jakeh

Ithiel

Ucal

PaRDeS example:	Sod in	Proverbs	30:1
The words of Agur the son of Jakeh, even the prophecy: 
the man spake unto Ithiel, even unto Ithiel and Ucal,

Substituting names and words from our simplistic translation, we
see a possible Messanic allusion:

The words gathered of the wise son of the pious father, 
the burden of the mighty prophecy, that El (God) arrives 

to be consumed.

This has several levels of deeper meaning:
It can refer to the suffering and death of Jesus on the Cross.
It can refer to Jesus’ Bread of Life discourse in John 6:51.

Can you think of any other possibilities?


